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I apologise for the lack of newsletter last term. It seemed to go in a blink with the build up to 
Christmas and so much going on, time ran away from me! 

We have had such a busy start to 2019 with lots going on and so many lovely activities 
happening. The children have loved exploring all the winter months have to offer from dancing 

in puddles, to throwing snowballs. They have thoroughly enjoyed joining in with reception 
Forest School each week and our woodland walks through the school grounds. This week we 
have even had our snack sat around on logs up on the field. We are however looking forward 

to seeing more sunshine as the days get warmer! 
Parents week was another great success and we had so many lovely comments from parents 

and children. Thank you to all those who came in to help. 
Kirsty 

Wellies 
 

As I’m sure you can appreciate, we spend a 
great deal of time putting on and off wellie 

boots! This is made rather more challenging 
by the nature of children themselves!! Why 

would you ever want to wear your own when 
everyone else’s always seem that much more 

interesting to wear!!  
Their feet grow so quickly its often tricky for 
parents to keep up with new wellies each 

time. 
 

We spoke to some of the children about how 
we could make it easier for them! There were 

a variety of suggestions, from using super 
hero powers, to just wearing socks!! But one 
suggestion we discussed was to all have the 

same wellies when at Puddleducks! 
Following the discussion, we researched 

super hero powers but apparently these are 
tricky to come by!! So we have purchased 

LOTS of wellies that are all the same but in a 
variety of different sizes! 

 
Please can we ask that you collect any 

wellies that you currently leave at 
Puddleducks and take them home. We 

appreciate your support with this change and 
hope you agree it’s going to make life a lot 

easier!! 

                                                    

 

Term 3 – What have we been up to! 
 

We started the term with Aliens love 
underpants which the children had helped 

choose before Christmas! – They had a 
great time with the pant shop, they learnt 

the word bloomers!! They made rock cakes 
and explored space on the light table! 

We had a fantastic response to ‘All about 
our families’ with children bringing in 

photos from home. They are still up and 
are a fantastic conversation starter. 

We celebrated Chinese New Year with our 
Chinese restaurant and trying lots of 

difference Chinese food and learning about 
the colour red and it being the year of the 
pig! Nicky even taught us some Chinese! 
We made lucky envelopes and lanterns! 

We have explored Restaurants, made our 
own pizzas and learnt all about the word 

‘Ingredients’ 
We have also visited Brympton a few 

times this term. Doing different activities 
with the residents, from pasta jewellery, 

games, reading stories, mark making and 
sticking and lots more. 

We have also loved our French sessions 
with Charlotte, we are hearing some 

fantastic French words from the children 
now which is fabulous. 
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School Playground Gate/Intercom 
 

The school gate will be unlocked for parents 
to come up to collect their children at 2.50pm. 
If you arrive prior to this time we will ask you 

to wait in the car park until 2.50pm. This 
ensures the safety of all children both in 

Puddleducks and the schools. We thank you 
for your co-operation. 

 
Its really important that you close the gate 
behind you every time please. This ensures 
we know who is in the school grounds and 

that everyone is kept safe. 

Invoicing Dates  
 

Invoices are sent out termly (6 times a year.) 
You pay in advance for the term ahead. 
From the date of the invoice you have 2 

weeks to pay. 
Term 4 – W/C 25th Feb 
Term 5 – W/C 23rd April 
Term 6 – W/C 3rd June 

 
Safeguarding 

Just a reminder ……. 
The Designated Safeguarding Lead is  

Kirsty Johnson 
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is 

Julie Crago 
This term all staff have completed a 

safeguarding questionnaire and carried out 
scenarios during staff meetings. 

Both Kirsty and Julie have been on external 
safeguarding face to face training ensuring 

we are always up to date with current 
legislation and information. 

If you have any concerns or questions, 
please do come and speak to Kirsty or Julie. 

Labelling/Naming! 
 

Please, please, please make sure 
everything is labelled! Including your child’s 
drink bottle, lunch box, bag, coat, changes 

of clothes, shoes etc!  
Whilst we try to get to know who’s is who’s 

its very hard sometimes without any names!  

Preparation for School 
 
 
 

Having spoken to lots of you about your 
child/ren starting school whether it is this 
September or even 2 years’ time it’s an 

anxious time for you as parents, which is 
completely natural. 

What I want to do as a setting is build on the 
support we already give to parents which in 

turn will support your children in their 
transition to school. 

 
What would be really helpful is to get your 

opinions on what you think would be useful? 
Whether it be…. 

.. a transition to school parents’ event where 
we talk about what you can do to support 

your child/ren.  
.. a frequently asked question sheet. 

.. a one to one meeting.  
Anything!! 

All suggestions will be very much welcomed. 
Please drop me an email or catch me during 

drop off to share and ideas or opinions. 

New Build Update 
 

We now have all the planning permission, 
tree protection plans, regulations etc all 

sorted. 
We are in the final stages of gathering quotes 

from builders and then the work will begin! 
There will obviously begin to be work staring 

within the bottom playground in the near 
future. It will be fenced off from the children 

but please be aware and take extra care 
during drop off and collection times.  

 
We will keep you updated about the progress 

and time scales as much as possible. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters and Sounds 
 

As you know, the ability to read and write is a vital skill for all children, paving the way for an 
enjoyable and successful school experience.  

Children learn and practise many of the skills that they need for reading and writing from a very 
early age. They do this through a wide range of activities and experiences, at home, in pre-
school and then in reception. They explore and learn through singing and saying rhymes, 

making and listening to music, talking with others, sharing books with adults and other children, 
dressing up, experimenting with mark making and using puppets and toys to retell and make up 

stories and in many more ways! 
 

What is Letters and Sounds? 
 

Letters and Sounds is a phonics resource published by the Department for Education and 
Skills. It aims to build children's speaking and listening skills in their own right as well as to 

prepare children for learning to read by developing their phonic knowledge and skills. 
 

Within the Letters and Sounds programme there are 6 phases.  
At Puddleducks we focus on phases 1. 

Phase 1 of concentrates on developing children's speaking and listening skills. 
 

Phases 1 is divided into seven aspects:  
▪ environmental sounds 
▪ instrumental sounds 
▪ body percussion 
▪ rhythm and rhyme 

▪ alliteration (the repetition of an initial letter or sound in closely 
connected words. E.g. 'Peter Piper) 

▪ voice sounds  
▪ oral blending and segmenting (e.g. hearing that d-o-g makes 

‘dog’). 
 

This term we have been working on body percussion. 
We have done this in many ways including action songs! – Wind the 

bobbin up, Roly Poly, Wheels on the bus being our favourites! 
We have experimented with the volumes of our actions e.g. 

stamping our feet hard, then softly etc! 
 

These activities happen in a fun way throughout the day both inside and outside, both in 
group times and free flow! The children don’t know they are learning body percussion to 

them we are just having fun and playing! 

 

What do we have planned for Term 4…? 
 

We are starting the term with a large deconstructed role play area. 
Which means there will be loads of boxes and open-ended 
resources for the children to turn into anything the like! We can’t wait 
to see where their imaginations take them! 

With world book day being on the 7th March we are going to have a Library role play and there 
will be a big push on borrowing a book to read at home. 
We are then going to explore ‘People who help us’ and hopefully have a variety of people 
come in to talk to us, if you know anyone that would be willing to come in please do let us know. 



Extra-Curricular Activities 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s often helpful to share the cost of a few of the 
activities so you can understand how quickly the 
money is spent!  
 
1 French session is £45 (weekly) 
1 Music session is £60 (every other week) 
1 Cooking session is between £10-25 (weekly) 
Chicken feed, bedding etc is £45 (monthly) 
Forest School training £1000+ 
Role Play Kitchen £500 

 

 

How are we making it easier to donate….? 
 
We understand that in busy lives it’s so easy 
to forget or simply not have the time to 
transfer the money over or withdraw cash. 

 
So we now have a card 
machine, this means that it will 
be available for you to make 
donations via contactless card 
payments, chip and pin, apple 
pay etc while you drop off or 
collect your child. 

(Please note this is not a method in which 
normal termly fee will be accepted) 
 

 

Term 4 Extra-Curricular Activities 
This is just a few of the activities we will be 

doing, dependant on donations! 

• Chicken egg incubating – the eggs will 
go into the incubator the first week back 
after half term hopefully! – We had such 
great fun watching them develop last 
year we are super excited about doing it 
again this year. 
 

• Bird Feeders for World Wildlife day 
which is the 3rd of March 
 

• Hartbeeps Music Sessions 
 

• French 
 

• Exploring Spring Flowers 
 

• Cooking – including Pancakes! 
 
 

 

Please help make 
term 4 a record 

term for donations!! 



 

 Dates for your diary 
 
 

NEW DATES ADDED! 
 As the academic year progresses, we shall be adding more dates and sending out more 

details on individual events, so please ensure you check them each time. 
 

February 
25th First Day of Term 4 

 
March 

7th – World Book Day – Dress up day 
15th – Red Nose Day  
23rd – Termly Tidy Up 

25th - 6-8pm – Parents Consultations 
25th – Parents Week 

 
April 

2nd – Easter Fete 3.15-4.15 
5th – Last Day of term 4 

16th – Offer Day for School Places 
23rd First Day of term 5 

29th – Parents Week 
 

May 
16th – Group Photos – 9.30am 

24th- Last Day of term 5 
 

June 
3rd – First Day of term 6 

10th – Parents Week 
27th – Teacher Training Day – Puddleducks Closed. 
28th – Teacher Training Day – Puddleducks Closed. 

 
July 

12th – School Leavers Party 
24th - Last Day of term 6 

25th – Teacher Training Day – Puddleducks Closed. 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Fete 
 

          Tuesday 2nd April 
    3.15pm - 4.15pm 

 

More details to follow soon! 
Loads to do including... 

 

        Easter hunt  Chocolate tombola, 
    Bottle tombola        Raffle, 

        Face painting,         Biscuit decorations, 
And lots more! 

 
 


